Two Golden Wires

By Joe Bergeron

Martha Dozier remembers the night the lights came on in her family’s small farmhouse in Edison, Georgia. An eight-grader at the time, Dozier recalls how electricity changed her family’s life. “ From 1936 until 1941, we powered our lamps and water pump with a Delco battery my grandfather set up in the barn. My mother did her cooking and heated our bath water on a wood stove, and the local iceman would bring huge blocks of ice every few days for our refrigeration.” 

On Tuesday, August 26, 1941, all that was about to change.

The Calhoun County News reported it this way: “Two Golden Wires… Monday and Tuesday two golden wires were strung up on the long awaiting line of electric poles out Bluffton Road. The residents have been anxiously awaiting for months to see electric lights coming their way, and at last light has come! All are happy now, for in a few days those two golden wires will pour a steam of light and power into many homes to brighten and make happy.”

It seems ironic that a town named “Edison” would have to wait until 1941 for “two golden wires,” when much of the country had already been enjoying the benefits of electricity for nearly 40 years. According to Dozier, it’s not as ironic as it seems. “Actually, the original name of the town was Pachitla. In 1905, the townspeople voted to change the name to Edison, with the hope that Thomas Edison would be inclined to send the town the necessary funds to bring electricity to the area. The money never came, but the name stuck,” she says.

Dozier is the matriarch of five generations of Georgia farmers. Her great-grandfather, Andrew Coleman Sanders, a Civil War veteran, settled in Edison in 1870 and began growing cotton. Her grandfather, Kenneth Norton Sanders, continued the tradition, and his daughter, Nellie, was the first female farmer in the area.

Today, the legacy continues.

“The relationship between a man and his land is like a marriage,” says Connie Dozier, Martha’s daughter-in-law. She and her husband Dave run the 3,000-acre family farm near the original Dozier homestead, growing cotton, peanuts, corn, wheat and oats.  “It’s challenging at times, but once you work the land, it becomes part of you. The land becomes a member of the family.” 

The technology that first brought electricity to Edison has evolved into sophisticated, high-tech solutions that help keep electricity an even better value than it was years ago, according to Barry Satterfield, Manager of Apparatus at Cobb EMC. “In 2006, we installed an automated meter reading system (AMR), which allows us to monitor our members electricity usage remotely. From our Marietta office, we can read each customer’s meter every hour, providing a snapshot of their daily usage, helping us diagnose any problems and allowing us to connect or disconnect the power right at our laptop,” he says.
Today, there are five generations of this family who have benefited from the “two golden wires.” According to Martha, “Cobb EMC does a great job for us. Electricity is a better value today than it was in 1941. It’s one of those things that people take for granted. But when you’ve grown up without it, you appreciate the value and convenience it brings.”
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