Decades of Service

By Joe Bergeron

“A friend of mine recently told me that his daughter, upon graduation from college, told him that she wanted to take a year off “to find herself,” says Larry Chadwick. “ It’s funny how things have changed. When I was just ten years old, I also found myself… I found myself getting up every morning to open our store at 7:00 AM. And I did it for 50 years.”

A native of North Fulton County, Chadwick is a long-time member of the Cobb EMC Board Of Directors and was co-owner of Chadwick’s Hardware & Farm Supplies until his retirement in 2002. The store is steeped in history. Col. John McConnell, a veteran of The War of 1812, built the original post and beam structure in the mid 1800s. McConnell, and his son Eli, also built a gristmill, sawmill and stagecoach stop, which served the needs of local farmers and travelers passing through the area. 

Chadwick’s great-great-grandfather, Billy Chamblee, moved the store down the street. Chadwick’s great-grandfather Sylvestis ran the store after Billy’s death, and Chadwick’s grandfather, William, picked up the reins after Syvestis retired. Chadwick’s father, Thomas Aubrey Chadwick, managed the store through the 1950s. Over the past 150 years, the store has had several locations selling everything from groceries to pet food to hardware. “In addition to supplying tools, building materials, farm supplies and feed, Chadwick’s was a meeting place for our neighbors. People came to catch-up on local news, events and, since most of our customers were farmers, they usually discussed the weather,” according to Chadwick.

Electricity came to North Fulton County when Chadwick was a child. “I grew up having electricity in our home. It certainly made life easier for everyone – especially my father. He suffered from asthma, which, at times, debilitated him. When he switched to electrically-controlled central heat in our home, replacing the coal-fired furnace, his breathing problems disappeared,” says Chadwick.

In a society where many companies disappear in a year or two, how does a business survive for 150 years? “It’s all about listening to your customers,” according to Chadwick. “Listening and responding to their changing needs. My father taught me that at the store. And the Cobb EMC family understands that, as well. Listen. Be responsive. It’s a winning combination.”
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